CHAPTER VI.
Politics and Administration.

This chapter is intended to give a brief account of the main Intro-
political and administrative events during the calendar year 1935.      u      *

Public interest during the early months of the year was focussed Session
upon the session of the new Legislative Assembly, which started on centra]
the 21st  January.   The  strength of the  various  parties  in the Legislature
Assembly was as follows : Congress party 44, Congress-Nationalist
party   11,   Independent   party 22  (of whom 18 were Muslims),
European group 11, officials 26, nominated non-officials 13.   The
Government could normally rely on about 50 votes; the Congress
party and the Congress-Nationalist party combined, on 55.   Thus
the results of most divisions depended upon the attitude adopted b;f
the Independent party.

The report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee was debated
during three days. Many of the speeches recapitulated in substance
the criticisms of the report that had appeared in the nationalist
newspapers after its publication during the previous November.
On the 4th February, the Leader of the House (Sir Nripendra Nath
Sircar) moved " that the report of the Joint Committee on Indian
Constitutional Beform be taken into consideration". A large
number of amendments to this motion were tabled and the outcome
of the debate was somewhat confusing. The first amendment on
which a division was taken was that moved on the 7th February *
by the Leader of the Congress party, Mr. Desai. This amendment
was to the effect that, as the proposed new Constitution had been
" conceived in a spirit of Imperialist dominationn and would
transfer " no real power to the people of India ", it should not be
introduced. The amendment was rejected by 72 votes to 61. The
President (Sir Abdur Rahim) next desired to take the amendment
standing in the name of the Leader of the Independent party
(Mr. Jinnah). That was divided into three parts. The first related
to the Communal Award, the second to the scheme of provincial
Government, and the third to the scheme of Central Government,
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